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Hungarian Air Porce Ground
Fighter Intercept - - ;

Generq ;nfgmt;cn

The Hungarian People's Republic, under the guidance of the Soviet
Union and in conjunction with Czechoslovakia and Rumaniz, worited out
8 mutusl procedure for the intercept of enemy aircraft in case of an
armed conflioct, These procedures tock into consideration the pos-
gible directions of attack, type of aircraft, and the number, speed
and altitude of the eneny formation, The intercepts were worksd out
in relation to the respective defense commands with the above men-
tioned factors in mind. Operational exercises ware worked out in
theory about 100 times _|at Taszar Airfield
and were put into actual practice about five times between QOctober

1955 and November 1956,

Basis of ggeratiaggl Bxarcizes

Al> defense exercises were ugually based on an enewy formation of
thirty bomber aireraft with fighter escort. Ageinst this formation

& regiment of Hungarian or Soviet fighter interceptors was to be
used at one time. Intercept exercises were always based on the size
of the attacking force, If an attacking force numbersed 90 bombers,
then a division of tighter~intorcept9rs would strike the enemy for-
mation. A flight of four enemy bombers would be sttacked by a squad-

ron, two flights of fighters. Interdept exercises also were always based

on the assumption that the enemy foree would be flzing at an alti-
tude of up teo 10,000 meters and at & speed of 800 kilometers per
houwr, In case of a penetration by an enemy bomber wnlt with fighter
escort, a feinting attack by a small formetion of fighters would be
made to draw off the fighter escor: bafore the ajor intercept at-
tack was begun. e

Expected Directions of Attaclk

Inclosure 1 is &  |sketch of & # seven main dircctions of ex-
pected aerial attack against or through + It also 1llustra-
tes the fighter divisions' respective "lines of alent® (outer circile)
and “lines of controlled intercept” (inner ¢ircle). When an eneny
force reached the outer sircle, fighter units would receive a final
alert prior to soramble, The inner ¢ircle indicates the division
control center's effective GCI range, The number of intercepts would
depend upon the size of the enemy formation but the interceptor
fighters would always qutnumber the enemy formation by at least two
to one. (The wartime Ta: & B of each regiment would include over 60
aircraftl,) The regiment would be scrambled for assembly over a
given point; in good weather it would be usually over Papa Airfield
and in bad weather over the field's outer radio beacon. In figuring
the loss of interceptors it was estimated that 25 to 50 percent of
the fighter interceptors would be lost in the attack, The first in-
tercept attack would be made by the regiment in one large close for-
mation., The second intercept would be made in squadron formstion

8~E-C~R-E~T
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and finally in flight formation. Generally a fighter division or
regiment was thought capable of making a maxisum of three attacks,
but this number was more likely to be one or two. If the altitude
of the enemy formation was below 8 or 9000 meters, the attack would
be from the right and helow the formation. If the enemy formation
was at 8 or 9000 meters, the attack would be mads from five hundred
meters below and two kilometers behind the enemy formation. If the
enemy formation was above 9000 meters, the intercept would be made
from 500 meters above amd two kilometers behind the target, The a-
bove procedures applied to all Hungarian and soviet fighter divi-
sions vased in Hungary.

Intercept of Enemy Attack from Direction #1

Inclosure #2 1s a sketch of the fighter intercept plan for
direcﬁion #1. Numbers in parentheses conform to numbers on the
sketch.

(1) R. V. - P, RIASZTASI VONAL, Line of Alert for the Papa Division,
When the target formation reached this line, which was ihree
hundred kilometers from Papa Airfield (N 47-20, E 17-28), the
Papa Special FPighter Division would scramble & regiment for as-
sembly over the airfield in position for a directed intercept.

(2) R. V., - T. RIASZTASI VONAL, Line of Alert rfor the Taszar
Fighter Division. When the enemy formation reached this 300
kilometer alert line, the Taszar Fighter Division would scramble
and position its rizhter regiment for intercept between ESZTER-
GOM (N 47-47, E 18-85) and Lake Velence (N 47-13, E 18-35), fThe
Taszar Division was charged with taking over the attack from
the Papa Division.

25X1

(3) I.V. - P. IRANY VONAL. Line of Controlled Iatsrcept for the
Papa Special Division. When the enemy foriation reached this
line, the Papa Division would g0 under GCI control for the in~
tercept,

(4) 1.v. - T, IRKNY VONAL - Line of Controlled Intercept for the
Taszar Division.

(5) EV. - P. ELFOGASI VONAL. Line of intercept for the Fapa Divi-
sion. This was the line where the first attack would be initi-
ated by the Papa Division against the enemy formation.

(6) R.V. - K. RIASZTASI VONAL. Line of Alert for the Kecsksmet
Fighter Division. When the enemy formation reached this 300
kilometer alert line the division would scramble a regiment for
assembly over a given point.

(7) I.v. - K. IRANY VONAL. Line of Controlled Iutercept for the
Kecskemet Division.

(8) E.v. - T. ELFORASI VONAL. Line of Intercept for the Taszar Di-
vision. When the enemy formation reached this line, the Taszar

regiment's lead pilot would rock his wings indicating to the
Papa regiment that it would take over the attack. This approx-

' RRCLIAPIR Fa
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imate line of intercept was between ESZTERGOM and Lake Velence.

(9) v, - 2/3/ - P, LEVA,4SI VONAL, Break-off Line for the Papa
Regiment. At this line two squadrons of the Papa regiment
would break off the attack and return to base., One squadron,
together with the Tassar Regiment, would continue the attack,

(10) B.V. - K, ELFOGASI VONAL., Line of Intercept for the Kecskemet
Regiment., When the enemy formation reached this line, running
approximately along the Danube River, the Kecskemet Regiment
would attack.

(11) L.v. - 1/3 - P,LEVALASI VONAL. Break-off Line for the Papa
Regiment. At this line the last squadron of the Papa Regiment
would break off the attack and return to home base or to the
nearest airfield.

(12) L.v. 2/3 - T, LEVALASI VONAL. Break-off Line for the Tasszar
Regiment. At this line two squadrons of the Tasgar Regiment
would break off the attack to be replaced by the Kecskemet
Regiment.

(13) E.vV. - R, ELFOGASI VONAL. Line of Intercept for Rumania. At
this line the Rumanian Air Force would take over the intercept
of the enemy formation, together with one squadron of the
Kecskemet Regiment.

(14) L.v. - 1/3 T. LEVALASI VONAL  Break-off Line for the Last
Squadron of the Taszar Regiment.

(15) L.V. 2/3 - X. LEVALASI VONAL. Break-off Line for the Kecskemet
Regiment. Two squadrons of the Kecskemet Regiment would
break off the attack at this point while the last squadron
would remain with the attacking Rumanian $ighters.

Intercept of Enemy Attacks from Other Directions

Reference is made to Inclosures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, sketches of
fighter intercepts from -six~ other directions. These intercept
attacks were planned along the same lines as mentioned in paragraph
4, If one of the fighter civisions for one reason or another could
not participate in the attack, then one of the neighboring divisions
was assigned to intercept the enemy formation all along the 1line,

There was mutual coordination and orientation in air defense pro-
cedures among the USSR and the satellite nations. PFor example, if
8n enemy air penetration of Poland occurred,then the Moscow flight
control center would be notified by direct telephone and in turn
would notify the control centers of all Warsaw Pact nations. All
satellite countfies had direct telecommunication with each other,
If for some reason one nation could not intercept the target over
its respective area, then one of the neighboring nations would as-
sume or continue the attack. If the air defense forces of one na-
tion would be rendered unfit for fighting, then another satellite
nation would undertake its defense, depending on the existing sit-
uwation. [ 14t could be expected that the defense

S-E-C-R-E-T .
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forces of the Warsaw Pact nations would be integrated with each
other. This was substantiated by a Hungarian ministerial decree of
October 1956, which made the Russian language mandatory as a second

language in the Hungarian armed forces for the purpose of better eb-ff

ordination and direction control among the Warsaw Pact nations. It.
was also agreed among the Warsaw Pact nations that all MIG-15s or

17s would be allowed to land at any of the satellite countries' air-
fields. This provision was made in order to allow the MIGs to re- - \
fuel because of their short-range capability. |

 ]in case of a large-scale enemy attack over Hungary, some
of the fighter airflelds would be deserted while others would be
over-crowded.,

Results of 1756 Summer Air Force Exercises

The experiences of the 1956 combined summer alr defense exercises
over Hungary | |proved that the Hungarian
Air Force, combined with the So.iet and other Satellite air forces,
could intercept every target between an altitude of 1000 and 12,000
meters. On the other hand, the exercises proved also that with the
present Hungarian personnel and technical eguipment, the Hungarian
Air Force would be incapable of carrying out its mission against

targets below 1000 meters and above 14,000 meters. Therefore, |

it would be advantageous to carry out an enemy 4ttack below
or above the above-mentioned altitudes. The 1956 summer exercise
also proved that in case of & large number of targets, the personnel
of the early warning control centers (H.A.P.) became nervous and
hesitant, rendering them incapable of making prompt decisions, As
this was due to the fact that personnel at regiment control centers
were not properly trained, the division HAPs were afraid to pass
targets over to a regiment, and consequently chaos ensued at the
division HAP. Another short-coming of the HAP personnel waa that
they were trained for the tracking of single targets; only recently
was there a strong drive to train regiment HAP personnel and to in-
tegrate the regiment HAP as an independent control center within
the Hungarian air defense system,

Detalled Intercept from Direction #1

Reference is made to Inclosure #9, | sketch of & de=
talled ground-controlled intercept exercise based on a simulated at-
tack over Hungarian territory from direction #1l. | 7

/

/In order for the ground di-

rector to issue timely corrections to the interceptor, the rate at
which the radar information was presented had to be sufficiently
high. Intercept capability was greatly improved by the MIG-17 PP
(Frisco - D) with the scan odd radar.

S-E-C-R-E-T
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__|Inclosure #5 was worked out to aotual 25X1

“mcale and 14 numbers, ]
[ e | _The participating interceptors in
the exercise were MIG-15s and 17s, It is based on the peacetime
of three squadrons per regiment, Numbers in parentheses refer
to numbers below on the sketch,

(1) 1000 hours. The controller received his first padar report of
&n approaching enemy formation at the division control center e
plotters at all the control centers plotted the following data
on the plotting boards: Target number 1401, Time, 1000 hours,
Altitude 10,000 meters, Ve ooity 800 kilometers, Number and 25X1
Type of Aircraft 3o¥‘€?f At the same time, the special ‘
Soviet fighter diviaion a apa alerted a fighter regiment sifice
the penetration was to be in their area of responsibility,

(2) . 1005 nours. At this point the Papa division sorambled a regi-
ment for assembly over the airfield at a height of 1000 meters
(nee :otnt 8A). At 1012 hours Papa would direot ts 1"’888':‘
tors to an altitude of 10 000 meters with a heading of 8 [T
g:nol and a speed of 600 ﬁilonntorl Per hour at maximum varige
on,

(3) 1011 hours., At this point of the enemy panetration, the Tage
Bar fighter division would soramble one of its regiments for
assembly over a given goinb 8% & height of 1000 meters, Sorans
bles were executed by individual flights Of four airoraft, M
time for soramble an Sssembly was seven minutes (see point 3A),

(4) 1012 hours. The ground controller at the Papa Contrel Center
(HAP) 1ssued the following directions to 1ts interce tor; heads
ing 280 degrsee, Letght 10,000 metere at maximum varliation,
These directinng ware sctuslly glven ut voetet DA sn tha sketoh,

(5) 1019 hours. At this point of the penetration the Papa und
gontroller gave the following corrections to its interaspteri
t turn - bank 30 degrees speed 800 kilometers pup heus,
height 100 meters target in fronb right,

(6) 1020 hours. At this point the Tassar division ground controiien
&ve the following directions to 1ts interdeptorsi heading
(o.recni :pgzg 668 kilometers per hour, hai:gt 10,000 metess
ses poin .

(7) 1020130 hours. At this point the Paga ground controller beg
to give directions for the actual intercept. The atbtack wh v
to coentinue until the pilet received orders to break ¢ff §he
attack., Pighters usually used & Veformation in abtacking a
bomber formation, while g scisser formation was used agaings a
Bingle target,

8) 1021 hours., When the en formation reached this peint, §he
( Kesskimet 5ight¢r Biv:uizg'azunﬁea one of its regimzﬁiu 3 $he

?rbund controller gcrambled it for assemly over a siven peing
sée point 8a),

8-E-C-R-E-T
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(9) 1028 hours. When the enemy formation reached this point, the
Kecskemet ground controller gave the following directions to
its intercept: heading 30 degrees, altitude 10,000 meters,
speed 600 kilometers per hour at maximum variation. :

(10) 1033 hours. at this point the Taszar ground controller gave
the following corrections to his interceptors; right turn, bank

30 degrees, heading 100 degrees, speed 800 kilometers per hour
target in front,

(11) 1034 hours, At this point two squadrons of the Papa regipent'
would be directed to break off the attack and return to base,
At the same time, the Tasgzar regiment would begin its attack

(12) 1035 hours. At this point, the Kecskemet ground controller save
the following directions to his interceptors: turn right, dbank
ggodogrool, heading 100 degrees, altitude 10,000 meters, speed

kilometers per hour,

(13) 1036 hours. At this point, the Papa regiments last squadron
would be directed to break off the attack and return to base,
The squadrons would execute & left turn at g directed heading
of 260 degrees, at a speed of 600 kilometers per hour,

(14) 1037 hours. At this point two squadrons of the Tassar regi-
ment would be ordered to eak off' the attack and return to
base by executing a left bank to a directed heading of 260 de-
E:-o-. speed 600 kilometers per hour, At the same time the

oskemet regiment would attack the target.

(15) 1053 hours. The Rumanian tighepru would be sorambled at thiy
point and directed a inst the target with a right-turn dank of
30 degrees, heading 100 degtees, speed 850 kilometers per hour,

(16) 1054130 hours. At this point the last squadron of the Taszar
regiment would bde directed to break off the attack and probdably
land at Arad Airfield, Rulhn1l¢

(17) 1055 hours. At this point two squadrons of the Keoskemet Regie
ment would be directed to breaR off the attack ang return to
base or to an alternate airfield, directed heading 250 degrees

velocity goo kilometers per hour, 'The Rumanian Air Force would

then attack,

B Mo
2 2 2 25X1
1Ce Inclosure 3 is &  [sketch of a planned ground controlled iinter-

gept from Direction No, 8. Numbers in parenthesesbelow refer to
numbers on the sketch, ,

(1) R.V.P, - Line or Alert for the Papa Fighter Division.

(2) R.V.T. - Line of Alert for the Taszar Fighter Division,

(3) I.V.P, - Line or Controlled Intercept for the Papa Division,

S-E-C-R-E-T
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(4) E.V.P. - Line of Actual Intercept for the Papa Division.
(5) 1.V.T. = Line of Controlled' Intercept for the Taszar Division,

(6) I.V.K. - .Line of Controlled Intercept for the Kecskemet
Fighter Rivision,

(7) BE.V.T. « Line of Actual Intercept for the Taszar Division.
(8) L.v. 2/3 P, - Break-ofs Line for 2/3 of the Papa Division,
(9) B.V.K. - Line or Actual Intercapt for the Kecskemet Division.

(10) L.V. 1/3 P, - Break-off Line for the last third of the Papa
Division, ‘

(11) L.v. 2/3 7, - Breask-uff Line for 2/3 of the Taszar Division,

(12) L.v. 1/3 1. - Break-off Line for the last third of the Taszar
Division.

(13) L.v. 2/3 X. - Break-off Line for 2/3 of the Kecskemet Division.

Planned Intercept from Direction No.3

Inclosure 4 ig a[:;;:::]sketch of & planned ground-contiolled in- 2ox1
tercept from Direction No. 3. Numbers in parentheses below re-

fer to numbers on the sketch.

(1) R.V.P, - Line of Alert for the Papa Division.

(2) I.V.P. - Line of Controlled Intercept for the Papa Division.

(3) R.V.K. - Line or Alert for the Kecskemet Fighter Division,

(4) E.V.P. - Line of Actual Intercept for the Papa Division.

(5) E.V.K. - Line of Actua) Intercept for the Kecskemet Division,

(6) L.v. 2/3 p, - Brosk-off Line for the 2/3 of the Papa Division.

(7) E.v.S2. - Line or Intercept for the = ussr.

(8) L.Vv. 1/3 P. - Break-off Line for the last third of the Papa
Division

(9) L.v. 2/3 k, - Break-off Line for 2/3 of the Kecskemet Division,

Planned Intercept from Direction No. 4,
25X1

Inclosure 5 ig atgggggfjakotch of & planned ground controlled in-
tercept from Direction No. 4, Numbers in parentheses below refer
to numbers on the sketch,

(1) R,V.T. - Line of Alert for the Taszar Fighter Division, in-
cluding the Sarmellek Fighter Regiment.

S-E -C R-E-T
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(2) I.V.T. - Line of Controlled Intercept for the Tagzar Division
or Sarmellek Regiment,

(3) R,V.K. - Line of Alert for the Kecskemet Fighter Division,

(4) B.V.T. = Line of Actual Intircopt for the Taszar Division or
the Sarmellek Regiment,

(5) B.V.K, ~ Line of Actual Intercept for the Kecskemet Division.
(6) L.V. 2/3 T, - Break-off Line for 2/3 of the Tassar Division.
(7) B.V. Cs. - Line of Actual Intercept for Csechoslovakia,

(8) L.V, 1/3 T, - Break-off Line for the last third of the Tassar

S-E~C-R-E-T

Division,

(9) L.V. 2/3 K. =~ Break-off Line for 2/3 of the Keoskemet Division.

anned te t from n
Inclosure No, 6 is ag;:::;;jnketch of & planned ground-controlied
intercept from Direction No, 5., Numbers in parentheses below re-~
fer to the numbers on the sketch.
(1) R.ViT, =« Line of Alert for the Tassar Division.
(2) R:ViKi - Line of Alert for the Keoskemet Division.

(3) I.V.7: - Line of controllic‘xntorcoat for the Taszar Diviaion
or the Sarmellek Regiment, = o

(4) E.Vi?. - Line of Actual Intercept for the Taszar Division or
- the Sarmellek Regiment.

(5) I.V.K. - Line of Controlled Intercept for the Kecskemet Di-
vision or its Regiments at KALOCSA (N 45- 3., B 18-59) or
KISKUNLACHAZA (N 47-11, E 19-00), '

(6) BiV.K, - Line of Actual Intercept for the Kecskemet Divisi¢gn,

(7) LiV. 2/3 T. - Break-off Line for 2/3 of the Taszar Division.

(8) B.V.Cs. - Line of Actual Intjicopt for Csechoslovak fighter

units, o

(9) LiVi 1/3 7. ~ Break-off Line for the last third of the Tassar
Division.

(10) L.Vs 2/3 K. - Break-off Line for the 2/3 of the Kecskemet
Division, T

Planned Intercept from Direction No, é

Inclosure No. 7 is a sketoh of a planned ground-controlled

intercept from Direction o 6, Numbers in parentheses below re-
fer to numbers on the aketch. .

S~E«C~R~E~T
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(1) R.V.K, - Line of Alert for the Kecskemet Fighter Division to
include the Xaloosa and Kiskunlachaza Regiments,

(2) 1,v.K, = Lineof Controlled Intercept for the Kecskemet Divi-
sion, o

(3) R.V.T. - Line of Alert for the Tasgar Division.

(4) E.V.X. - Line of Actual Intercept for the Kecskemet Division.
(5) E.v.7, - Line of Actual Intercept for the Tasgar Division.

(6) L.V. 2/3 K. - Break-ore line for 2/3 of the Kecskemet Division,
(7) E.V. Cs. - Line of Actual Intercept for Czechoslovakia,

(8) L.v. 1/3 k., - Break-off Line for the last third of the Kecske-
met Division,

(9) L.v. 2/3 7, = Break-off Line for 2/3 of the Taszar Division.

Planned Intercept from Direction No. L. 25X1

Inclosure No, 8 is a[;:::::]akutch of a planned ground-controlled
intercept from Direction No, 7. Numbers in parentheses below re-
fer to numbers on the sketoh,

(1) R.V.K. - Line of Alert for the Kecskemet Division,

(2) 1.v.x, - Line of Controlled Intercept for the Kecskemet Divi-
sion,

(3) B.V.K. - Line of Actual Intercept for the Kecskemet Division,
(4) B.V.Cs, - Line of Actual Intercept for Czechoslovakie
(5) L.Vv. 2/3 K. - Break-ore Line for 2/3 of the Kecsyemes Divisien,

Nine Inclosures: :
=== -hclosures 25X1
.. Bketch .of seven main directions of '

eéxpected aerial attack against or through Hungary. 25X1
2. ur“I‘Jsketch of fighter intercept plan for direction

0. 1. 25X1
3.-8. ;;::::}aketches of righter'intercepta from six other

rections, 25X1
9. | V\sketch of grouna—coptrollgd intercept exercise. '
S-E-C-R-E-T
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